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Happy December – Merry Christmas – Feliz Navidad – Joyeux Noël – Buon Natale  
I feel that this has been the most unusual year that most, if not all, of us have 

ever experienced.  But we have almost reached the end of 2020.  Thanksgiving was 
a quiet holiday without all the usual family get-togethers. But we still had good 
food, football, the Macy’s Thanksgiving parade and the dog shows.  Even with all 
the isolation of 2020, there has been much to be thankful for and I hope you have 
been able to appreciate the good things. 

Christmas is just around the corner and we don’t know what that will look 
like yet either.  But I am here to tell you that we are going to do everything in our 
power to make sure that Westbrook has a festive holiday season! 

I have been working on many different ideas.  I have to have Plan A, B, C and 
maybe even D and E, because we don’t know what the guidelines will allow.  So 
here are some of the plans I have in place.  Every day, Monday thru Friday, there 
will be new entertainment on Channel 2, our in-house channel. I can’t give you a 
complete calendar line up because people are still working on getting things to-
gether for me.  Our entertainers will include Del Sutton, Dave Donaldson, Bonnie 
Pooker, Catherine Bohm, Amy Schirmer’s Voice Students, Laura Zimmer’s Piano 
Students and I’m still working on more.  You will also receive a new activity sheet 
every day.  Some will be quizzes, some puzzles, coloring sheets and seek and finds.  
We are looking into having some different groups come and do some outside carol-
ing as well.   

One activity that we will be doing is celebrating St. Nicholas Day on Decem-
ber 6th.  There is an entire article on St. Nicholas and why we celebrate his day 
later in this Chatterbox. So, everyone needs to leave a shoe outside their door be-
fore they go to bed on December 5th. (Apartment residents, please leave them on 
your chair.)  Then during the night, if you’ve been good and remember to leave your 
shoe outside your door, St. Nicholas will come by and fill your shoe with goodies.  
You won’t want to get skipped over!! 

I am still working on other ideas but that gives you just a little taste of what 
to expect in December.  Christmas is such a special time of year and despite Covid, 
we will celebrate Christmas at Westbrook! 

On behalf of April, myself and all the staff, I want to commend you on how 
you have persevered this year.  You are an inspiration to all of us.  Thank you for 
allowing us to walk this journey alongside of you. 

Here’s Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a Healthy, Happy New Year!! 
            Janelle 



Experiencing JOY in a Covid Christmas by Sharon D. Tweet 
Christmas 2020. I'm hearing the continued and recurring theme in comments and conversation exclaiming this the 
worst year, and expressing, "can't wait til this year is over." 
Hmm. Not terribly festive, is it? All the grumbling of Covid and quarantine and cancelled activities certainly doesn't 
shout, "Joy!" or "Peace on Earth!" or even "Merry." And yet, here we are. The calendar has flipped to December, carols 
resound over the radio, shining trees are popping up in homes and offices, and advertisements are shouting about all 
the things we need and deserve this holiday season. 
It's Christmas! 2020. 
Again, I ruminate with a... hmm... 
Christmas has always made me smile. Yes, I like the lights and the carols, but what I like even more is that whole 
"peace" part. Not the quiet house, hush of a fallen snow kind of peace, rather the Christ is the ultimate gift, here for 
me kind of peace. 
I'm sure you've heard the little slogan, "Jesus is the reason for the season!" Well, it's true. Christmas isn't about bells 
or poinsettias or pretty packages, it's about Jesus. 
Jesus is the ultimate gift from our Heavenly Father to each of us. Salvation. Grace. Love. Wrapped not in decorative 
paper underneath a tree, but in cloths and lying in a manger. And the best part of that day over two-thousand years 
ago is that the reason for his birth then is equally as relevant for us today. 
Salvation. Eternity. 
We can walk through each day WITH Jesus as our guide and companion. He's here, with no need to distance socially. 
We need keep no barrier between us. His word, His gift of the Spirit, are active and alive and able to influence and 
direct our thoughts and our heart toward joy and gratitude and encouragement. We need only set our sights and 
hearts on Him. 
When the child Jesus was taken into Jerusalem shortly after he was born, a man, Simeon, filled with the Holy Spirit 
and a promise from the Lord, held the child and praised God, proclaiming Jesus, "a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
and for glory to (the) people Israel." (Luke 2:32) 
We can receive and walk in that light and glory today. And it is because of that light and glory that we can embrace a 
Covid 2020 Christmas and sing carols and deck the halls and shout, "Merry Christmas" from behind a mask, standing 
at least six-feet apart. Because Christmas is about the gift of the child, Jesus, and the promise of a future and eternity 
with Him. 
Long ago, an angel appeared to the shepherds and proclaimed, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy." 
Their message was for all the people. No expiration date. No contingency plan for an epidemic. It was a gift that would 
truly keep on giving. And as a result, we can experience joy and contentment during this Christmas season, Covid not-
withstanding. We can offer grace to those around us, express our love and appreciation for others in simple and 
heartfelt ways, and celebrate the season of Christ's birth. 
So, fill out your greeting cards, hang your stocking, and tie on the pretty ribbons and bows - all with a smile and joy in 
your heart because you know that Christmas is about Jesus, and nothing more. 

*** 
Practical application 

I will read 1 chapter of the book of Luke each day leading up to Christmas. 
I will share the light of Jesus during this Covid Christmas by: 
*Praying for 
____________ about ______________.   ____________ about ______________. ____________ about ______________. 
 

*Sending Christmas to cards to 
__________________ __________________ __________________ __________________ __________________ 
 

*When tempted to grumble about covid restrictions, I will instead give thanks for 
__________________ and __________________. 
 

*My Christmas 2020 theme song will be __________________. 
 

Sharon D. Tweet    sharondtweet.com 
Sharing a love of scripture through written fiction. #LiveYourFaithBoldly 

http://sharondtweet.com/
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day 
“He who has not Christmas in his heart will never find it under a tree.”  Roy L. Smith 
One of America’s best known poets, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882) contrib-

uted to the host of Christmas carols sung each Christmas season when he wrote the poem 
“Christmas Bells” on December 25, 1864. The original poem had seven stanzas but in 1872 
John Baptiste Calkin took out two stanzas referencing the American Civil War and gave us the 
memorable Christmas carol we know today as “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day.”  

Longfellow crafted this poem some months before Lee’s surrender to Grant at Appomat-
tox Court House on April 9, 1865. Within the poem, however, he captures the years of despair 
from the horrors of the American Civil War and, beyond that, to a future that was filled with hope.  

The depth and breadth of these words can only also be understood within the context of 
Longfellow’s own life. On July 13, 1843 Henry married Frances. They settled down in the historic 
Craigie House overlooking the Charles River in Cambridge, MA where they soon had five children.  

1861 was a year of personal and national tragedy for Longfellow and his family. On April 
12, 1861 the opening shots of the American Civil War were fired and on July 10 Fanny Long-
fellow was fatally burned in an accident in the library of Craigie House.  

After trimming some of their seven year old Edith’s curls, Fanny decided to preserve the 
clippings in sealing wax. Melting a bar of sealing wax with a candle, a few drops fell unnoticed 
upon her dress. But when a gust of wind came through an open window, the hot wax ignited the 
light material of her dress—completely wrapping her in flames. To protect her children, she ran 
into Henry’s study and together they tried frantically to put out the flames.  

Henry severely burned his face, arms, and hands. The next morning, Fanny died. Too ill 
from his burns and grief, Henry did not attend her funeral. Later, he grew his trademark full 
beard because of his inability to shave after the tragedy.  

The first Christmas after Fanny’s death, Longfellow wrote, “How inexpressibly sad are all 
holidays.” A year after the incident he wrote, “I can make no record of these days. Better leave 
them wrapped in silence. Perhaps someday God will give me peace.” Longfellow’s journal entry 
for December 1862 reads, “‘A merry Christmas’ say the children, but that is no more for me.”  

Almost a year later Longfellow received word that his oldest son Charles, a lieutenant in 
the Army of the Potomac, had been severely wounded with a bullet passing under his shoulder 
blades and severely injuring his spine. The Christmas of 1863 was silent in his journal. 

But then, on December 25, 1864, he wrote the words of this poem. Perhaps it was the re-
election of Abraham Lincoln or the possible end of the terrible war or a deep, renewed hope that 
stirred in his soul which brought us this timeless message.  

“I heard the bells on Christmas day, their old familiar carols play, and wild and sweet the 
words repeat of peace on earth, good-will to men!” His original words spoke of “each black ac-
cursed mouth the cannon thundered in the South” and it was “as if an earth quake rent the 
hearth-stones of a continent, and made forlorn the households 
born of peace on earth, good-will to men!” 

We can feel the pathos of his heart as he continues, “And 
in despair I bowed my head; ‘there is no peace on earth,’ I said; 
‘for hate is strong, and mocks the song of peace on earth, good-
will to men!”  

But with hope shining through, “Then pealed the bells more 
loud and deep: ‘God is not dead, nor doth he sleep! The Wrong 
shall fail, the Right prevail, with peace on earth, good-will to 
men!”  

Think about it. 



The Man Behind the Story of Father Christmas/Santa Claus 

 

 The true story of Santa Claus begins with Nicholas, who was born during the 
third century in the village of Patara in Asia Minor. At the time the area was Greek 
and is now on the southern coast of Turkey. His wealthy parents, who raised him to 
be a devout Christian, died in an epidemic while Nicholas was still young. Obeying 
Jesus’ words to “sell what you own and give the money to the poor,” Nicholas used 
his whole inheritance to assist the needy, the sick, and the suffering. He dedicated his 
life to serving God and was made Bishop of Myra while still a young man. Bishop Nicholas became 
known throughout the land for his generosity to those in need, his love for children, and his concern 
for sailors and ships. 
 Through the centuries many stories and legends have been told of St. Nicholas’ life and 
deeds. These accounts help us understand his extraordinary character and why he is so beloved and 
revered as protector and helper of those in need. 
 One story tells of a poor man with three daughters. In those days a young woman’s father had 
to offer prospective husbands something of value—a dowry. The larger the dowry, the better the 
chance that a young woman would find a good husband. Without a dowry, a woman was unlikely to 
marry. This poor man’s daughters, without dowries, were therefore destined to be sold into slavery. 
Mysteriously, on three different occasions, a bag of gold appeared in their home-providing the 
needed dowries. The bags of gold, tossed through an open window, are said to have landed in stock-
ings or shoes left before the fire to dry. This led to the custom of children hanging stockings or put-
ting out shoes, eagerly awaiting gifts from Saint Nicholas. Sometimes the story is told with gold balls 
instead of bags of gold. That is why three gold balls, sometimes represented as oranges, are one of 
the symbols for St. Nicholas. And so St. Nicholas is a gift-giver. 
 Several stories tell of Nicholas and the sea. When he was young, Nicholas sought to be more 
holy by making a pilgrimage to the Holy Land. There as he walked where Jesus walked, he sought to 
more deeply experience Jesus’ life, passion, and resurrection. Returning by sea, a mighty storm 
threatened to wreck the ship. Nicholas calmly prayed. The terrified sailors were amazed when the 
wind and waves suddenly calmed, sparing them all. And so St. Nicholas is the patron of sailors and 
voyagers. 
 Other stories tell of Nicholas saving his people from famine, sparing the lives of those inno-
cently accused, and much more. He did many kind and generous deeds in secret, expecting nothing 
in return. Within a century of his death he was celebrated as a saint. Today he is venerated in the 
East as wonder, or miracle worker and in the West as patron of a great variety of persons-children, 
mariners, bankers, pawn-brokers, scholars, orphans, laborers, travelers, merchants, judges, pau-
pers, marriageable maidens, students, children, sailors, victims of judicial mistakes, captives, per-
fumers, even thieves and murderers! He is known as the friend and protector of all in trouble or 
need 
 Nicholas was exiled from Myra and later put in prison during the persecution of Christians by 
the Emperor Diocletian, who ruthlessly persecuted Christians.  Nicholas suffered for his faith. The 
prisons were so full of bishops, priests, and deacons, there was no room for the real criminals—
murderers, thieves and robbers. No one really knows for certain when he died, but it was on Decem-
ber 6th in either 345 or 352. 
 Nicholas’ tomb in Myra became a popular place of pilgrimage.  In the spring of 1087, sailors 
from Bari succeeded in spiriting away the bones, bringing them to Bari, a seaport on the southeast 
coast of Italy. An impressive church was built over St. Nicholas’ crypt and many faithful journeyed 
to honor the saint who had rescued children, prisoners, sailors, famine victims, and many others 
through his compassion, generosity, and the countless miracles attributed to his intercession. The 
Nicholas shrine in Bari was one of medieval Europe’s great pilgrimage centers and Nicholas became 
known as “Saint in Bari.” To this day pilgrims and tourists visit Bari’s great Basilica di San Nicola. 
And on St. Nicholas feast day (6th December), the sailors of Bari still carry his statue from the Ca-
thedral out to sea, so that he can bless the waters and so give them safe voyages throughout the year. 
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https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181742
https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181699
https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181703
https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181734
https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181771
https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181744
https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181788
https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181768
https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181715
https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181759
https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181746
https://www.stnicholascenter.org/glossary#term181702


How St. Nicholas Became Santa Claus 

https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/uk.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/austria.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/usa.shtml
https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/presents.shtml


Santa Claus and Coca-Cola 
  There's a Christmas Urban Legend that says that Santa's red suit was designed by Coca-Cola and that they 
might even 'own' Santa! 

This is definitely NOT TRUE! 
Long before Coke had been invented, St Nicholas had worn his Bishop's red robes. During Victorian times and before that, 
he wore a range of colors (red, green, blue and brown fur) but red was always his favorite! 
In January 1863, the magazine Harper's Weekly published the first illustration of St Nicholas/St Nick by Thomas Nast. In 
this he was wearing a 'Stars and Stripes' outfit! Over the next 20 years Thomas Nast continued to draw Santa every Christ-
mas and his works were very popular indeed (he must have been very good friends with Santa to get such good access!). 
This is when Santa really started to develop his big tummy and the style of red and white outfit he wears today. Nast de-
signed Santa's look on some historical information about Santa and the poem 'A Visit from St. Nicholas'. 
On January 1st 1881, Harper's Weekly published Nast's most famous image of Santa, complete with a big red belly, an arm 
full of toys and smoking a pipe! 
This image of Santa became very popular, with more artists drawing Santa in his red and white costume from 1900 to 
1930. 
In the early 1930s, Coca-Cola turned to Haddon H. Sundblom, an advertising artist with the D'Arcy Agency, to design a new 
Santa. Sundblom redrew Santa Claus as a plump, cheerful man with snow-white hair and dressed him in red and white—
colors that had already become associated with Santa, but which happily matched Coca-Cola's signature colors. Sundblom 
even provided a Mrs. Claus, based on his own wife. Today, it is Sundblom's Santa who decorates everything from Coca-Cola 
cans to Christmas sweaters, from greeting cards to home décor, all because Coca-Cola wanted to increase its winter sales. 

However….did you know? 
When doing research for this post, I came across another bit of surprising history that ties Coca-Cola ever closer to the 
holiday season. In 1965 Charles Schulz, creator of the Peanuts comic strip, and his friend Lee Mendelson pitched a story 
about Charlie Brown, the world's worst baseball player, to network television. No one took the bait. But that summer, Coca-
Cola reached out to Mendelson, asking if he and Schulz could turn out a Charlie Brown Christmas special in the six months 
remaining before December 25, 1965. Schulz and Mendelson jumped at the chance, but Schulz insisted both that the spe-
cial include a full minute of Linus reading the Nativity chapter from the Gospel of Luke and that all of the characters be 
voiced by real children, not actors. Coca-Cola agreed to the terms and in about three months A Charlie Brown Christmas was 
born. The show aired on CBS for the first time on December 9, 1965, and almost half of America's television audience tuned 
in for it. Another Coca-Cola-sponsored Christmas tradition was born. 
Santa was first used in Coke adverts in the 1920s, with Santa looking like the drawings of Thomas Nast. In 1931, the clas-
sic 'Coke Santa' was drawn by artist Haddon Sundblom. He took the idea of Nast's Santa but made him even more larger 
than life and jolly, replaced the pipe with a glass of Coke and created the famous Coke holding Santa! 
Coca-Cola also agrees that the red suit was made popular by Thomas Nast and not them! 
Coke has continued to use Santa in their advertisements since the 1930s. In 1995 they also introduced the 'Coca-Cola 
Christmas truck' in the 'Holidays are coming' TV adverts. The red truck, covered with lights and 
with the classic 'Coke Santa' on its sides is now a famous part of recent Christmas history. 



Why Jesus is Better Than Santa Claus 

By Rev. James Spellman of Ohio 

*Santa lives at the North Pole... JESUS is everywhere. 

*Santa rides in a sleigh... JESUS rides on the wind and walks on the 

water. 

*Santa comes but once a year... JESUS is an ever present help. 

*Santa fills your stockings with goodies... JESUS supplies all your 

needs. 

*You have to wait in line to see Santa... JESUS is as close as the 

mention of His name. 

*Santa lets you sit on his lap... JESUS lets you rest in His arms. 

*Santa doesn't know your name, all he can say is "Hi little boy or 

girl, what's your name?"... JESUS knew our name before we did. 

Not only does He know our name, He knows our address too. He knows our history and future 

and He even knows how many hairs are on our head. 

*Santa has a belly like a bowl full of jelly... JESUS has a heart full of love. 

*All Santa can offer is HO HO HO... JESUS offers health, help and hope. 

*Santa says "You better not cry"... JESUS says "Cast all your cares on me for I care for you." 

*Santa's little helpers make toys... JESUS makes new life, mends wounded hearts, repairs  

broken homes and builds mansions. 

*Santa may make you chuckle but...JESUS gives you a joy that is your strength. 

*While Santa puts gifts under your tree... JESUS became our gift and died on the tree. 

        Its obvious there is really no comparison! Jesus is still the reason for the season. Yes,  

Jesus is better, he is even better than Santa Claus. 

MUSIC NOTES FROM MARTHA 

I FOUND THIS IN THE CHRISTMAS READERS DIGEST SONGBOOK AND WANTED TO SHARE IT 

WITH YOU...UNTIL WE CAN SING AGAIN TOGETHER….. HERE ARE THE LYRICS TO THIS ALL 
TIME FAVORITE…….. 
 

WHEN I WAS BUT A YOUNGSTER, CHRISTMAS MEANT ONE THING,  

THAT I’D BE GETTING LOTS OF TOYS THAT DAY.  
I LEARNED A WHOLE LOT DIFFERENT WHEN MOTHER SAT ME DOWN AND TAUGHT ME TO 

SPELL CHRISTMAS THIS WAY…. 
 

“C” IS FOR THE CHRISTCHILD, BORN UPON THIS DAY, 
“H” FOR HERALD ANGEL IN THE NIGHT. 

“R” MEANS OUR REDEEMER,   
“I” MEANS ISRAEL  

 “S” IS FOR THE STAR THAT SHONE SO BRIGHT. 
“T” IS FOR THREE WISEMEN, THEY WHO TRAVELED FAR, 

“M”IS FOR THE MANGER WHERE HE LAY. 
“A” FOR ALL HE STANDS FOR,  
“S” MEANS SHEPHERDS CAME,  

AND THAT’S WHY THERE’S A  CHRISTMAS DAY…… 
 

HAVE A WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS EVEN THOUGH IT MAY BE DIFFERENT, UNUSUAL AND 

NOT TRADITIONAL…..IT STILL MEANS THE SAME……….. 
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CHRISTMAS NOTES FROM MARTHA 
 

HELLO AND MERRY CHRISTMAS!! 

 I WANT TO SHARE A VERSION OF THE CHRISTMAS STORY WITH YOU THAT WAS GIVEN TO ME BY A DEAR 

FRIEND.  THE BOOK IS CALLED “THE GIFT”.  I WILL BE GIVING YOU JUST A TASTE OF THE STORY. 
 FROM GROUND LEVEL, JOSEPH AND MARY WERE INSIGNIFICANT NOBODIES FROM A NOTHING TOWN.  

THEY WERE PEASANTS.  THEY WERE POOR, UNEDUCATED, OF NO ACCOUNT.  JOSEPH AND MARY CAPSULIZED 

THE MYSTERY OF GRACE…BECAUSE THE KING DOES NOT COME TO THE PROUD AND POWERFULL, BUT TO THE 
POOR AND POWERLESS.  AS HAPPENS SO OFTEN IN LIFE, THINGS WERE NOT AS THEY SEEMED TO THE WORLD 

AROUND, BECAUSE HUMBLE MARY AND JOSEPH WERE THE FATHER AND MOTHER OF THE KING OF KINGS. 

THEY APPEARED TO BE HELPLESS PAWNS CAUGHT IN THE MOVEMENTS OF SECULAR HISTORY.  BUT EVERY 

MOVE WAS BEING MADE BY THE HAND OF GOD.  THE MESSIAH HAD TO BE BORN IN TINY, INSIGNIFICANT 

BETHLEHEM! AS THE VIRGIN TRAVELED, SHE BORE UNDER HER STEADY BEATING HEART, HIDDEN FROM THE 

WORLLD, THE BUSY THUMPING HEART OF GOD.  THE CREATOR HAD WOVEN HIIMSELF A ROBE OF VIRGIN FLESH. 

THE BABY MARY CARRIED WAS NOT A CAESAR, A MAN WHO WOULD CLAIM TO BE A GOD, BUT A FAR GREATER 

WONDER…GOD WHO HAD BECOME A MAN! 
 THE JOURNEY LEFT MARY INCREASINGLY WEARY AS SHE TROD THOSE DUSTY MILES TO THE SOUTH. 

AND WHEN SHE AND JOSEPH ARRIVED IN BETHLEHEM THEY WERE EXHAUSTED.  ESPECIALLY MARY.  AND THEN 

THE PAINS BEGAN.  PERHAPS AT FIRST YOUNG MARY WASN’T SURE AND DIDN’T SAY ANYTHING TO JOSEPH.  BUT 
THEN WHEN THERE WAS NO DOUBT THAT IT WAS THE REAL THING, SHE INFORMED HIM…PROBABLY WITH 
TEARS  SHE WAS JUST  A GIRL OF THIRTEEN OR FOURTEEN YEARS.   

 IN BETHLEHEM THE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR TRAVELERS WERE PRIMITIVE.  THE EASTERN INN WAS THE 

CRUDEST OF ARRANGEMENTS.  TYPICALLY IT WAS A SERIES OF STALLS BUILT IN THE INSIDE OF ANY ENCLOUSER 

AND OPENING ONTO THE COMMON YARD WHERE THE ANIMALS WERE KEPT.  IT WAS PROBABLY IN THE COM-

MON COURTYARD WHERE THE TRAVELERS’ ANIMALS WERE KEPT THAT MARY GAVE BIRTH TO JESUS…WITH 
ONLY JOSEPH ATTENDING.  JOSEPH MUST HAVE WEPT, AS WELL AS MARY.  MARY’S PAIN, THE STINKING BARN-
YARD, THEIR POVERTY, THE INDIFFERENCE, THE HUMILIATION , THE SHAME OF NOT BEING ABLE TO PROVIDE 

FOR YOUNG MARY ON THE NIGHT OF HER TRVAIL…IT WOULD MAKE A MAN EITHER CURSE OR CRY. 
 IF WE IMAGINE  THAT IS WAS INTO A FRESHLY SWEPT COUNTY FAIR STABLE THAT JESUS WAS BORN, WE 

MISS THE WHOLE POINT.  IT WAS WERTCHED…SCANDALOUS!  THERE WAS SWEAT AND PAIN AND BLOOD AND 
CRIES AS MARY REACHED TO THE STARS FOR HELP.  THE EARTH WAS COLD AND HARD.  THE SMELL OF BIRTH 

WAS MIXED INTO A WRETCHED BOUQUET WITH THE STENCH OF MANURE AND ACRID STRAW.  THEMBLING 

CARPENTER’S HAND. CLUMSY WITH FEAR, GRASPED GOD’S SON SLIPPERY WITH BLOOD…THE BABY’S LIMBS 
WAVING HELPLESSLY AS IF FALLING THROUGH SPACE…HIS FACE GRIMACING AS HE GASPED THE COLD AND HIS 
CRY LPIERCED THE NIGHT. 

 MY MOTHER GROANED, MY FATHER WEPT.  INTO THE DANGEROUS WORLD I LEPT. 

IF WAS A LEAP DOWN…AS IF THE SON OF GOD ROSE FROM HIS SPLENDOR, STOOD POISED AT THE RIM OF THE 
UNIVERSE, AND DOVE HEADLONG, SPEEDING THROUGH THE STARS OVER THE MILKY WAY TO EARTH’S GALAXY, 
FINALLY PAST ARCUTURUS, WHERE HE PLUNGED IN TO A HUDDLE OF ANIMALS.  NOTHING BOULD BE LOWER. 

NO CHILD BORN INTO THE WORLD THAT DAY SEEMED TO HAVE LOWER PROSPECTS.  THE SON OF GOD WAS 

BORN INTO THE WORLD NOT AS A PRINCE BUT AS A PAUPER.  WE MUST NEVER FORGET THAT THIS IS WHERE 

CHRISTIANITY BEGAN…AND WHERE IT ALWAYS BEGINS.  IT BEGINS WITH A SENSE OF NEED, A GRACED SENSE OF 
ONE’S INSUFFICIENCY.  CHRIST COMES TO THE NEEDY.  ULTIMATELY, HE IS BORN IN THOSE WHO ARE “POOR IN 
SPIRIT.” 

 I SHARED THIS WITH YOU TO HELP US TO REMEMBER WHAT GOD DID FOR US…..EVEN IN 2020 WE NEED 
TO REMEMBER, HE IS IN CONTROL. AS CHRISTMAS GETS CLOSER TAKE A WALK BACK TO CHRISTMAS PASTS YOU 

REMEMBER.  THINK OF THE SMALL THINGS THAT ALWAYS TOUCHED YOUR HEART.  HOPING TO SEE ALL OF YOU 

SOON, 

LOVE, MARTHA 
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Four Things to Notice When You Read Luke's Christmas Story This Year 
This Christmas season, Luke 2 will probably be the most-read passage of Scripture. It tells 
of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem, the birth of Jesus, the angels’ announcement to 
the shepherds in the fields, the shepherds’ visit to the stable, and even Jesus’ childhood. 
This chapter of the New Testament tells the age-old Christmas story, but it’s also extremely 
relevant to our lives today in practical ways. 
Here are four takeaways from Luke 2 that we can apply to our lives today: 

1.  Even Jesus wasn’t above simple circumstances.  When you think of kings, you think 
of crowns and thrones and palaces...not stables full of smelly farm animals and a 
feeding trough as a bed for a newborn baby. Yet Jesus, King of Kings though He is, 
came into the world in a remarkably simple, lowly, and unassuming way. His birth 
was the furthest thing from a King’s welcome. Few of us are acquainted with the 
ways of royalty, and it’s hard to even fathom how elaborate and exquisite that life-
style is. Many more of us, however, can describe in detail what a barn is like. I find 
this part of the Christmas story so beautiful-- Jesus didn’t come to earth as a mighty, 
majestic King who would be intimidating and untouchable. He instead came as a in-
nocent, needy, dependent baby born to parents who were poor and as simply normal 
as could be. Everything about the very beginnings of his life on earth was humble 
and unassuming, giving us a Savior we can easily relate to and understand, not one 
who is distant or on a lofty throne. This is such a comforting truth-- we don’t have to 
have prestigious job titles or well-stocked bank accounts or fame to be used by God, 
because not even His Son required those things. 

2.  God’s glory is worthy of our praise, even when we feel afraid. When the angel of the 
Lord stood before the shepherds who were keeping watch over their sheep during 
the night, verse 9 says “they were terrified.” I would be too! Even though they were 
afraid and probably trying to make sense of what they were seeing and hearing, won-
dering if they were dreaming or if this really was happening, the angel’s first words 
were “Do not be afraid.” 

3.  When the Lord makes a promise, we can trust He will keep it. The shepherds heard 
from the angels that the baby had been born, and they didn’t doubt it. Verse 15 says, 
“when the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one an-
other, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.’” They heard the message and immediately acted upon it, never 
hesitating or questioning that what the angel of the Lord had said to them. We 
should do the same in our lives. We have Scripture as tangible documentation of the 
Lord’s promises and truths, and we should act on them without questioning His faith-
fulness and trustworthiness. 

4.  Words from and about the Lord are to be treasured.  When the shepherds visited 
Mary and Joseph and the baby in the manger, verses 17 and 18 say, “they spread the 
word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were 
amazed at what the shepherds said to them.” I can’t even imagine what the shep-
herds’ stories must have been after seeing the angels in all the glory of the Lord out 
in the fields, but I know it must have been powerful and beautiful. Verse 19 says, “ 
Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.” Verse 51 later 
says, “His mother treasured all these things in her heart,” after Jesus was found in 
the temple learning from the teachers. The things Mary heard about her son and the 
things she saw Him doing were beautiful treasures to her, and they should be for us 
as well. The stories we have in Scripture tell us about who Jesus is and what He did 
on this earth, and we should hold them dear in our hearts. 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/luke/2.html
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The Birth of Jesus According to the Book of  Luke 
1. In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 

be registered.   
2. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.   
3. And all went to be registered, each to his own town.  
4. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to 

the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, 

5.  to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.  
6. And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth.  
7. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and 

laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  
8. And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over 

their flock by night.  
9. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were filled with great fear.  
10.And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great 

joy that will be for all the people. 
11. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.  
12.And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 

and lying in a manger.”  
13.And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising 

God and saying, 
14. “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 

pleased!” 
15. When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” 

16. And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a 
manger. 

17. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them con-
cerning this child.  

18.And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  
19.But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.  
20.And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 

and seen, as it had been told them.  Luke 2:1-20 ESV 




