
Winter 2021: Rest and Purpose  

The page has turned. A new hour is upon us. The calendar has flipped. 2021 has arrived. Will this 
year see the return of gatherings and the disappearance of masks? Will we have game and movie 
nights with friends and family? Will handshakes and hugs once more be the normal greeting? Will we 
be free to spontaneously go out to a public place without the need for a registration or a ticket? Will it 
be acceptable to drop in for a visit or plan a party? 
 
I don't know. 
 
What I do know is that the sun will continue to shine. I know that Jesus' love is a constant no matter 
the political climate or state of health. I know that winter will transform into spring, in due time. I know 
that He has made everything beautiful in its season. And I know that seasons change. 
 
Althought the new year has arrived, the restrictions of covid remain. As the new season has arrived, 
the temperature has just begun to dip. Whether you feel cold because of covid or the frigid tempera-
tures of winter, you can hold into those truths. And you can find joy in the current season. 
 
God set the seasons for a reason. Winter always feels like the best time to be nestled under a blanket 
with a movie or a good book. Maybe just sitting with my eyes closed as I listen to some old familiar 
tunes. Perhaps it's an afternoon crafting or baking, or writing. I'd love to bask in the warmth and glow 
of a fireplace, but I make due with a fireplace heater. I love my slow, quiet winter days. The long nights 
beg for early retirement and extended hibernation. A season of rest. 
 
In the immortal words of Ferris Bueller, "Life moves pretty fast. If you don't stop to look around once in 
a while, you could miss it." Now, that might seem ironic to in-
clude in our current restriction-filled existence, but I think winter 
is a good time to ponder that. We might still be sheltering in 
place, and sometimes the days seem to drag, but it's also mov-
ing awfully fast, too. Especially if we get stuck in the doldrums, 
grumbles, and blues. It all comes down to the choice we make 
in our attitude and perspective. 
 
This winter, choose a joy-filled attitude. Choose to smile at the 
slowness of the season. Choose to embrace the simplicity. And 
choose to do this winter on purpose. You won't want to miss it. 
 
As you contemplate the events of  the last year and consider 
the new, plan how you will embrace and enjoy this winter. It 
may still have challenges and restrictions, and the isolated feel-
ing is real, I know, but we have a choice to make in our attitude 
and perspective. Winter doesn't have to be a dreary burden. 
Winter can be a joy and an encouragement. 
 
Start a Winter Bucket List now. Think of ways you can move 
through winter on purpose; making the most of your time in-
stead time making little of you. Maybe this will help get you 
started. 
 
Happy New Year. Until next time... #LiveYourFaithBoldly. 
 


