
Happy December!!! 
 Can you believe Christmas is just around the corner? And New Year’s is right 
behind it! Thanksgiving has come and gone. SO full steam ahead. 
 We have some special things planned for this month.  First, the Kearney High 
School students that play games and cards with us will be here on Friday, December 
2nd at 6:00pm.  They are planning a craft and some refreshment for us. They will also 
be joining us for cards and games on December 7th. 
 Then, April will be doing a presentation on her mission trip to Honduras on De-
cember 6th at 1:30pm. This is always an extremely interesting program. So come and 
see what April’s passion is all about.  Following her program, we will do a recap of 
the Financial Scam seminar from last month.  If you missed it, this will have much of 
the same information.  It’s also a good refresher for those of you that were here.  I 
will be doing the presentation in a PowerPoint Slide Show and will hopefully have 
handouts for you to take home with you. 
 Next, we will be having two piano recitals on Sunday, December 11th.  There 
will be two sessions: one at 3:00pm and the second at 4:00pm.  Each recital will last 
only about 30-35 minutes. 
 Our own Hanna is planning 12 days of Elf on the Shelf for some Christmas mag-
ic. The Elf will make his appearance on Thursday, Dec. 8th and be with us until Dec. 
23rd. (Only Mondays thru Fridays.) Each day he will be located somewhere in the 
building, doing various activities with different prizes and surprises. So get your jingle 
bells on your shoes and plan to participate.  It should be lots of fun. 
 And lastly, we will be having a New Year’s Happy Hour on Friday, December 
30th.  We will send 2022 out in style – a day or so early.  Join us for food, drinks – 
both alcoholic and non-alcoholic, maybe some games and music.  You just never 
know what April, Martha and I will come up with.  
 Christmas for me is all about family, food and Jesus.  Without  Jesus, there 
would be no Christmas. The “stable” and the manger, the angels and shepherds, the 
wisemen and the star. All speaks to the love that God has for his people.  The gifts 
we give the ones we love are nothing compared to God’s gift to us.  So take some 
time to reflect on the baby in the manger who came to be the King who died on the 
cross.  
 As we see another year slip into the history books, allow us to wish you a very 
Happy New Year. 
      Until Next Month (or Year), 
          Janelle 



Christmas Gift 
The gifts I’d leave beneath your tree aren’t those that you can touch or see. 

Not wrapped in Christmas tissue gay but gifts to bless you every day. 
The gift of friendship warm and true is one that I would leave for you. 

Good health and happiness and cheer to keep you smiling through the year. 
The gift of peace that comes from God, with prayer to guide each path you trod, 

And when your heart has lost its song, the gift of hope to cheer you on. 
These are the gifts I’d leave for you. 

Christmas 
Christmas is more than a day in December 

It’s all of those things that we love to remember 
It’s carolers singing familiar refrains 

Bright colored stockings and shiny toy trains 
Streamers of tinsel and glass satin balls 

Laughter that rings through the house and its halls 
Christmas is more than a day in December 

A Tale of Two Christmases 
It is the worst of times. It is the best of times.  The Christmas you have depends upon you.  

A Christmas Poem 
C is for Credit Cards that make buying a breeze. 
H is for your Headache when your cards are seized. 
R is for Remembering everyone on your list. 
I is for feeling Insulted when your gifts are dissed. 
S is for feeling Stressed when you're on the fly.  
T is for the Truckloads of presents that you buy. 
M is for your Massive debt that soars into the sky. 
A is for the Awful feeling that you've gone astray. 

S is for your Sorrow and the tears you'll shed today. 

The True Christmas Poem 
C is for the Christ child lying in a manager. 
H is for the Holy One who saved us all from danger. 
R is to Remember Him who died that we may live. 
I is to Inspire us that we may always give. 
S is for joyful Songs and sacred hymns that praise. 
T is to Thank the Lord for showing us the way. 
M is for the Miracles that bless us each day. 
A is for the Almighty who always puts us first. 
S is for the Shepherd who guides us on earth.  

A little child.  A shining star.  A stable rude.  The door ajar. 

Yet in that place, so crude, the Hope of all the world was born. 



The Christmas Story According to Luke\ 

Christ Born of Mary 

2 And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augus-

tus that all the world should be registered. 2 This census first took place while 

Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his 

own city. 

4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, 
to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed [a]wife, who 

was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed 
for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped 

Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a [b]manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. 

 
Glory in the Highest 

8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9 And [c]behold, an angel of the Lord stood be-
fore them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly 
afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will 
be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in 

a [d]manger.” 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host  
praising God and saying: 

“Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 

 
15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the 

shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they 
came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a man-
ger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they made [f]widely known the saying 

which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And all those who 
heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But 
Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the shep-
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had 

heard and seen, as it was told them. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-24979a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-24981b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-24983c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-24986d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A1-20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-24991f


December 
People Will Remember How You Make Them Feel 

I have learned that no matter what happens, or how bad it seems today,  
life does go on and it will be better tomorrow. 

I’ve learned that you can tell a lot about a person by the way he/she handles  
these three things: a rainy day, lost luggage and tangled Christmas tree lights. 

I’ve learned that regardless of your relationship with your parents,  
you’ll miss them when they’re gone from your life. 

I’ve learned that if you pursue happiness, it will elude you.  If you focus on your family, friends 

 the needs of others, your work and doing the very best you can, happiness will find you. 
I’ve learned that whenever I decide something with an open heart,  

I usually make the right decision. 
I’ve learned that even when I have pains, I don’t have to be one. 

I’ve learned that everyday you should reach out and touch someone.   
People love that human touch – holding hands, a warm hug, or just a friendly pat on the back. 

People will forget what you said; people will forget what you did,  
but people will NEVER forget how you made them FEEL! 

Counting Sheep 
Last night, In line with a flock of sheep 
That jumped a fence to help me sleep, 

I saw a wobbly Christmas lamb. 
He got as far as the padlocked gate 

But being too small to make the leap, 
He was pushed aside and made to wait. 

Now it isn’t fair and it isn’t right, 
For little lambs to work at night, 

So I pretended I fell asleep  
And I halted the line of leaping sheep, 

And I didn’t count another head 
‘Til the Christmas lamb was safe in bed. 

Grace C. Tall 

Be Careful Grandma 

As grandma was getting ready to leave the 
house on Christmas Eve, Olivia looked at her 
with concern.  
“Make sure to be really careful on your way 
home; Santa is delivering presents.”  Her 
grandmother smiled at her. “I don’t think I 
have to worry about Santa.”    
Olivia looked at her incredulously.   
Haven’t you heard? He’s already run one 
grandmother over.” 

Santa's Secret Identity 
A little boy secretly follows a department 
store Santa to the changing room. The man 
comes out in his street clothes, ready to go 
home. The boy pops out, "I knew it." 
Nervously, the man looks around, asking, 
"Knew what?" 
Smiling ear to ear, the little boy leans in 
close and whispers, "I knew that Santa 
wouldn't be able to keep an eye on all the 
little girls and boys without a secret  
identity." 



Christmas Facts 
 

The Date of Christmas 

The idea to celebrate Christmas on December 25 originated in the 4th century. Although 
it was not popular, or even proper, to celebrate people's birthdays in those times, church 
leaders decided that in order to compete with the pagan celebrations, they would them-
selves order a festival in celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. Christmas was slow to 
catch on in America. The early colonists considered it a pagan ritual. The celebration of 
Christmas was even banned by law in Massachusetts in colonial days.  
 

Mistletoe and Holly 

Two hundred years before the birth of Christ, the Druids used mistletoe to celebrate the 
coming of winter. They would gather this evergreen plant and use it to decorate their 
homes. Scandinavians associated mistletoe with their goddess of love, Frigga. The cus-
tom of kissing under the mistletoe probably derived from this belief. The early church 
banned the use of mistletoe in Christmas celebrations because of its pagan origins. In-
stead, church fathers suggested the use of holly as an appropriate substitute for Christ-
mas greenery.  
 

Poinsettias 

Poinsettias are native to Mexico. They were named after America's first ambassador to 
Mexico, Joel Poinsett, who brought the plants to America in 1828. The Mexicans in the 
eighteenth century thought the plants were symbolic of the Star of Bethlehem. Thus the 
Poinsettia became associated with the Christmas season. The actual flower of the poin-
settia is small and yellow. But surrounding the flower are large, bright red leaves, often 
mistaken for petals.  
 

The Christmas Tree 

The Christmas tree originated in Germany in the 16th century. It was common for the 
Germanic people to decorate fir trees, inside and out, with roses, apples, and colored pa-
per. It is believed that Martin Luther, the Protestant reformer, was the first to light a 
Christmas tree with candles. While coming home one dark winter's night near Christ-
mas, he was struck with the beauty of the starlight shining through the branches of a 
small fir tree outside his home. He duplicated the starlight by using candles attached to 
the branches of his indoor Christmas tree. The Pennsylvania Germans brought it to 
America in the 1820's.  
 

The Candy Cane 

Candy canes have been around for centuries, but it wasn't until around 1900 that they 
were decorated with red stripes and bent into the shape of a cane. In the late 1800's a 
candy maker in Indiana wanted to express the meaning of Christmas through a symbol 
made of candy. He came up with the idea of bending one of his white candy sticks into 
the shape of a Candy Cane. He incorporated several symbols of Christ's love and sacrifice 
through the Candy Cane. First, he used a plain white peppermint stick. The color white 
symbolizes the purity and sinless nature of Jesus. Next, he added three small stripes to 
symbolize the pain inflicted upon Jesus before His death on the cross. There are three of 
them to represent the Holy Trinity. He added a bold stripe to represent the blood Jesus 
shed for mankind. When looked at with the crook on top, it looks like a shepherd's staff 
because Jesus is the shepherd of man. If you turn it upside down, it becomes the letter J 
symbolizing the first letter in Jesus' name. The candy maker made these candy canes for 
Christmas, so everyone would remember what Christmas is all about. 




